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Parameters followed for separating the texts: The Levite speaks in favour of Jerusalem 
and its people, exalts Yahweh, predicts good things for Israel (including the absorption of 
all their enemies’ money and land), and predicts bad things for other peoples unless they 
come to Yahweh.

Result: An  equally  fascinating  tract,  but  this  time  by  a  pro-Yahweh,  pro-Levite 
propagandist. This man spins his dreams for the future, to convince followers that his 
religion is  not dead and that  it’s  still  the best  thing going.  His  god is  going to give 
unbelievable treats and presents to all the Israelites in the future.

The author’s thoughts are occasionally just brief statements which seem disjointed 
from the rest of the work. This is because they were often woven into The Real Isaiah to 
detract from something he’d written, or were to be seen as the continuation (re-routing) 
of Isaiah’s thoughts. For instance, The Real Isaiah curses the territory of Ariel (29:1-6), 
but then The Levite suddenly reverses it (29:7-8) and claims that those who fight against  
Ariel will be made to vanish by Yahweh. This then makes the rest of The Real Isaiah’s 
curse (29:9-16) seem like it is meant for enemies of Ariel rather than Ariel itself. For 
another instance, The Real Isaiah predicts bad things for Israel at 32:5-14, finishing with 
“The fortress will  be abandoned, the noisy city deserted;  citadel  and watchtower will 
become a wasteland forever, the delight of donkeys, a pasture for flocks.” On its heels 
(32:15-20),  The Levite  comes in with “…until  the spirit  comes to us from on high”, 
meaning it will only be bad for awhile, and he goes on to describe the great things that 
will happen after the bad stuff is over.

The Levite also uses The Real Isaiah’s imagery occasionally, always in a reverse 
context. For instance, he refers to Israel as the “vineyard”. In The Real Isaiah, Yahweh 
has become disgusted with his vineyard and is going to turn it into a compost heap (3:14 / 
5:1-7), but The Levite describes it as a beloved garden that Yahweh will personally care 
for forever (27:2-6). The agenda running through his writing is consistent, and always 
opposite to Isaiah’s.

Isaiah 1

18 "Come now, let us reason together," 
says the Lord. 
"Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool. 

19 If you are willing and obedient, 
you will eat the best from the land; 

20 but if you resist and rebel, 
you will be devoured by the sword." 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

* Cracking Isaiah Pt 3: The Levite  Tony Malone / Saint Oxen Books 1/07 *

1



* The Levite *

26 I will restore your judges as in days of old, 
your counselors as at the beginning. 
Afterward you will be called 
the City of Righteousness, 
the Faithful City." 

27 Zion will be redeemed with justice, 
her penitent ones with righteousness. 

28 But rebels and sinners will both be broken, 
and those who forsake the Lord will perish. 

Isaiah 2

1 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

2 In the last days 
the mountain of the Lord's temple will be established 
as chief among the mountains; 
it will be raised above the hills, 
and all nations will stream to it. 

3 Many peoples will come and say, 
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
so that we may walk in his paths." 
The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

4 He will judge between the nations 
and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
nor will they train for war anymore. 

5 Come, O house of Jacob, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Isaiah 4

2 In that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride 
and glory of the survivors in Israel. 

3 Those who are left in Zion, who remain in Jerusalem, will be called holy, all who are recorded among the 
living in Jerusalem. 

5 Then the Lord will create over all of Mount Zion and over those who assemble there a cloud of smoke by 
day and a glow of flaming fire by night; over all the glory will be a canopy. 

6 It will be a shelter and shade from the heat of the day, and a refuge and hiding place from the storm and 
rain.
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Isaiah 7

1 When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram and Pekah son of 
Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem, but they could not overpower it. 

 2 Now the house of David was told, "Aram has allied itself with Ephraim"; so the hearts of Ahaz and his 
people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the wind. 

 3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, "Go out, you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end of the 
aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Washerman's Field.

4 Say to him, 'Be careful, keep calm and don't be afraid. Do not lose heart because of these two smoldering 
stubs of firewood - because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Aram, Ephraim and Remaliah's son have plotted your ruin, saying, 

6 "Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king 
over it."

7 Yet this is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
" 'It will not take place, 
it will not happen, 

8 for the head of Aram is Damascus, 
and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. 
Within sixty-five years 
Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people. 

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah's son. 
If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all.' " 

????
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or 
in the highest heights." 

12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test."

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel.

15 He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right.

16 But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you 
dread will be laid waste.

21 In that day, a man will keep alive a young cow and two goats. 22 And because of the abundance of the 
milk they give, he will have curds to eat. All who remain in the land will eat curds and honey.

Isaiah 8

1 The Lord said to me, "Take a large scroll and write on it with an ordinary pen: Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz 
[“the spoil speeds, the prey hastes”].
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2 And I will call in Uriah the priest and Zechariah son of Jeberekiah as reliable witnesses for me." 

3 Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the Lord said to me, 
"Name him Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.

4 Before the boy knows how to say 'My father' or 'My mother,' the wealth of Damascus and the plunder of 
Samaria will be carried off by the king of Assyria." 

9 Raise the war cry, you nations, and be shattered! 
Listen, all you distant lands. 
Prepare for battle, and be shattered! 
Prepare for battle, and be shattered! 

10 Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted; 
propose your plan, but it will not stand, 
for God is with us. 

19 When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people 
inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living?

20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 

21 Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become 
enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. 

22 Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will 
be thrust into utter darkness.

Isaiah 9

1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of 
the sea, along the Jordan - 

2 The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
a light has dawned. 

3 You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as men rejoice 
when dividing the plunder. 

4 For as in the day of Midian's defeat, 
you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor. 

5 Every warrior's boot used in battle 
and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
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will be fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor,  Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace 
there will be no end. 
He will reign on David's throne 
and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
will accomplish this. 

Isaiah 10

12 When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem, he will say, "I will punish 
the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes.

13 For he says: 
" 'By the strength of my hand I have done this, 
and by my wisdom, because I have understanding. 
I removed the boundaries of nations, 
I plundered their treasures; 
like a mighty one I subdued their kings. 

14 As one reaches into a nest, 
so my hand reached for the wealth of the nations; 
as men gather abandoned eggs, 
so I gathered all the countries; 
not one flapped a wing, 
or opened its mouth to chirp.' " 

15 Does the ax raise itself above him who swings it, 
or the saw boast against him who uses it? 
As if a rod were to wield him who lifts it up, 
or a club brandish him who is not wood! 

16 Therefore, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, 
will send a wasting disease upon his sturdy warriors; 
under his pomp a fire will be kindled 
like a blazing flame. 

17 The Light of Israel will become a fire, 
their Holy One a flame; 
in a single day it will burn and consume 
his thorns and his briers. 

18 The splendor of his forests and fertile fields 
it will completely destroy, 
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as when a sick man wastes away. 

19 And the remaining trees of his forests will be so few 
that a child could write them down.

20 In that day the remnant of Israel, 
the survivors of the house of Jacob, 
will no longer rely on him 
who struck them down 
but will truly rely on the Lord, 
the Holy One of Israel. 

21 A remnant will return, a remnant of Jacob 
will return to the Mighty God. 

24 Therefore, this is what the Lord, the Lord Almighty, says: 
"O my people who live in Zion, 
do not be afraid of the Assyrians, 
who beat you with a rod 
and lift up a club against you, as Egypt did. 

25 Very soon my anger against you will end 
and my wrath will be directed to their destruction." 

26 The Lord Almighty will lash them with a whip, 
as when he struck down Midian at the rock of Oreb; 
and he will raise his staff over the waters, 
as he did in Egypt. 

27 In that day their burden will be lifted from your shoulders, 
their yoke from your neck; 
the yoke will be broken 
because you have grown so fat.

[Verses 28-32 list eleven cities. With the except of three which are unknown, the places are all mentioned 
in the Books of Kings in connection with Saul (first king of Israel), Samuel (the prophet who anointed 
him), and priest settlements (cities of Nob and Anathoth). This indicates that the Assyrians were violating 
settlements that the Israelites considered sacred to their history, and even the priests and prophets of olden 
days were trembling in their graves over the aggression.]

28 They enter Aiath; 
they pass through Migron; 
they store supplies at Micmash. 

29 They go over the pass, and say, 
"We will camp overnight at Geba." 
Ramah trembles; 
Gibeah of Saul flees. 

30 Cry out, O Daughter of Gallim! 
Listen, O Laishah! 
Poor Anathoth! 

31 Madmenah is in flight; 
the people of Gebim take cover. 
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32 This day they will halt at Nob; 
they will shake their fist 
at the mount of the Daughter of Zion, 
at the hill of Jerusalem. 

33 See, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, 
will lop off the boughs with great power. 
The lofty trees will be felled, 
the tall ones will be brought low. 

34 He will cut down the forest thickets with an ax; 
Lebanon will fall before the Mighty One.

Isaiah 11

[Jesse was the father of King David. The end of the royal family tree, which came when there were no 
more kings of Israel, is seen as a stump that will one day again send out a shoot that will flourish. The shoot 
will be the messiah who will come from David’s family tree (the stump of Jesse) and rule Jerusalem again 
in glory.] 

1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him - 
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of power, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord - 

3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

5 Righteousness will be his belt 
and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
and a little child will lead them. 

7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
their young will lie down together, 
and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

8 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 
and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. 

9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
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as the waters cover the sea. 

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his 
place of rest will be glorious.

11 In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his 
people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush [Africa], from Elam [Persia], from 
Babylonia, from Hamath [Syria] and from the islands of the sea. 

12 He will raise a banner for the nations 
and gather the exiles of Israel; 
he will assemble the scattered people of Judah 
from the four quarters of the earth. 

13 Ephraim's jealousy will vanish, 
and Judah's enemies will be cut off; 
Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, 
nor Judah hostile toward Ephraim. 

14 They will swoop down on the slopes of Philistia to the west; 
together they will plunder the people to the east. 
They will lay hands on Edom and Moab, 
and the Ammonites will be subject to them. 

15 The Lord will dry up 
the gulf of the Egyptian sea; 
with a scorching wind he will sweep his hand 
over the Euphrates River.
He will break it up into seven streams 
so that men can cross over in sandals. 

16 There will be a highway for the remnant of his people 
that is left from Assyria, 
as there was for Israel 
when they came up from Egypt.

Isaiah 12

1 In that day you will say: 
"I will praise you, O Lord. 
Although you were angry with me, 
your anger has turned away 
and you have comforted me. 

2 Surely God is my salvation; 
I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; 
he has become my salvation." 

3 With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. 

4 In that day you will say: 
"Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 
make known among the nations what he has done, 
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and proclaim that his name is exalted. 

5 Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; 
let this be known to all the world. 

6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."

Isaiah 14

1 The Lord will have compassion on Jacob; 
once again he will choose Israel 
and will settle them in their own land. 
Aliens will join them 
and unite with the house of Jacob. 

2 Nations will take them 
and bring them to their own place. 
And the house of Israel will possess the nations 
as menservants and maidservants in the Lord's land. 
They will make captives of their captors 
and rule over their oppressors. 

Isaiah 16

5 In love a throne will be established; 
in faithfulness a man will sit on it -
one from the house of David - 
one who in judging seeks justice 
and speeds the cause of righteousness.

Isaiah 17

5 It will be as when a reaper gathers the standing grain 
and harvests the grain with his arm -
as when a man gleans heads of grain 
in the Valley of Rephaim. 

6 Yet some gleanings will remain, 
as when an olive tree is beaten, 
leaving two or three olives on the topmost branches, 
four or five on the fruitful boughs," 
declares the Lord, the God of Israel. 

7 In that day men will look to their Maker 
and turn their eyes to the Holy One of Israel. 

8 They will not look to the altars, 
the work of their hands, 
and they will have no regard for the Asherah poles
and the incense altars their fingers have made. 

9 In that day their strong cities, which they left because of the Israelites, will be like places abandoned to 
thickets and undergrowth. And all will be desolation.
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13 Although the peoples roar like the roar of surging waters, 
when he rebukes them they flee far away, 
driven before the wind like chaff on the hills, 
like tumbleweed before a gale. 

14 In the evening, sudden terror! 
Before the morning, they are gone! 
This is the portion of those who loot us, 
the lot of those who plunder us.

Isaiah 24

14 They raise their voices, they shout for joy; 
 from the west they acclaim the Lord's majesty. 

15 Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; 
exalt the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
in the islands of the sea. 

23 The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; 
for the Lord Almighty will reign 
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, 
and before its elders, gloriously.

Isaiah 25

1 O Lord, you are my God; 
I will exalt you and praise your name, 
for in perfect faithfulness 
you have done marvelous things, 
things planned long ago. 

2 You have made the city a heap of rubble, 
the fortified town a ruin, 
the foreigners' stronghold a city no more; 
it will never be rebuilt. 

3 Therefore strong peoples will honor you; 
cities of ruthless nations will revere you. 

4 You have been a refuge for the poor, 
a refuge for the needy in his distress, 
a shelter from the storm 
and a shade from the heat. 
For the breath of the ruthless 
is like a storm driving against a wall 

5 and like the heat of the desert. 
You silence the uproar of foreigners; 
as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud, 
so the song of the ruthless is stilled. 

6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare 
a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine - 
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the best of meats and the finest of wines. 

7 On this mountain he will destroy 
the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 

8 he will swallow up death forever. 
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears 
from all faces; 
he will remove the disgrace of his people 
from all the earth. 
The Lord has spoken. 

9 In that day they will say, 
"Surely this is our God; 
we trusted in him, and he saved us. 
This is the Lord, we trusted in him; 
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation." 

10 The hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain; 
but Moab will be trampled under him 
as straw is trampled down in the manure. 

11 They will spread out their hands in it, 
as a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim. 
God will bring down their pride 
despite the cleverness of their hands. 

Isaiah 26

1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 
We have a strong city; 
God makes salvation 
its walls and ramparts. 

2 Open the gates 
that the righteous nation may enter, 
the nation that keeps faith. 

3 You will keep in perfect peace 
him whose mind is steadfast, 
because he trusts in you. 

4 Trust in the Lord forever, 
for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock eternal. 

5 He humbles those who dwell on high, 
he lays the lofty city low; 
he levels it to the ground 
and casts it down to the dust. 

6 Feet trample it down - 
the feet of the oppressed, 
the footsteps of the poor. 
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7 The path of the righteous is level; 
O upright One, you make the way of the righteous smooth. 

8 Yes, Lord, walking in the way of your laws,
we wait for you; 
your name and renown 
are the desire of our hearts. 

9 My soul yearns for you in the night; 
in the morning my spirit longs for you. 
When your judgments come upon the earth, 
the people of the world learn righteousness. 

10 Though grace is shown to the wicked, 
they do not learn righteousness; 
even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil 
and regard not the majesty of the Lord. 

11 O Lord, your hand is lifted high, 
but they do not see it. 
Let them see your zeal for your people and be put to shame; 
let the fire reserved for your enemies consume them. 

12 Lord, you establish peace for us; 
all that we have accomplished you have done for us. 

13 O Lord, our God, other lords besides you
have ruled over us, 
but your name alone do we honor. 

14 They are now dead, they live no more; 
those departed spirits do not rise. 
You punished them and brought them to ruin; 
you wiped out all memory of them. 

15 You have enlarged the nation, O Lord; 
you have enlarged the nation. 
You have gained glory for yourself; 
you have extended all the borders of the land. 

16 Lord, they came to you in their distress; 
when you disciplined them, 
they could barely whisper a prayer.

17 As a woman with child and about to give birth 
writhes and cries out in her pain, 
so were we in your presence, O Lord. 

18 We were with child, we writhed in pain, 
but we gave birth to wind. 
We have not brought salvation to the earth; 
we have not given birth to people of the world. 

19 But your dead will live; 
their bodies will rise. 
You who dwell in the dust, 
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wake up and shout for joy. 
Your dew is like the dew of the morning; 
the earth will give birth to her dead. 

20 Go, my people, enter your rooms 
and shut the doors behind you; 
hide yourselves for a little while 
until his wrath has passed by. 

21 See, the Lord is coming out of his dwelling 
to punish the people of the earth for their sins. 
The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; 
she will conceal her slain no longer.

Isaiah 27

1 In that day, 
the Lord will punish with his sword, 
his fierce, great and powerful sword, 
Leviathan the gliding serpent, 
Leviathan the coiling serpent; 
he will slay the monster of the sea. 

2 In that day -
"Sing about a fruitful vineyard: 

3 I, the Lord, watch over it; 
I water it continually. 
I guard it day and night 
so that no one may harm it. 

4 I am not angry. 
If only there were briers and thorns confronting me! 
I would march against them in battle; 
I would set them all on fire. 

5 Or else let them come to me for refuge; 
let them make peace with me, 
yes, let them make peace with me." 

6 In days to come Jacob will take root, 
Israel will bud and blossom 
and fill all the world with fruit. 

7 Has the Lord struck her 
as he struck down those who struck her? 
Has she been killed 
as those were killed who killed her? 

8 By warfare and exile you contend with her - 
with his fierce blast he drives her out, 
as on a day the east wind blows. 

[The next verse states that Israel will be fully redeemed when it rejects all other religions, represented by 
the “Asherah poles” (originally meaning statues of the goddess Asherah / Astarte / Ishtar, but gradually 
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coming to mean all statues of other gods) and “incense altars” (the “high places” / shrines to other gods) 
that will be demolished. This is a continual Levite concern.]

9 By this, then, will Jacob's guilt be atoned for, 
and this will be the full fruitage of the removal of his sin: 
When he makes all the altar stones 
to be like chalk stones crushed to pieces, 
no Asherah poles or incense altars 
will be left standing. 

12 In that day the Lord will thresh from the flowing Euphrates
to the Wadi of Egypt,
and you, O Israelites, will be gathered up one by one.

13 And in that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who were perishing in Assyria and those who were 
exiled in Egypt will come and worship the Lord on the holy mountain in Jerusalem.

Isaiah 28

5 In that day the Lord Almighty 
will be a glorious crown, 
a beautiful wreath 
for the remnant of his people. 

6 He will be a spirit of justice 
to him who sits in judgment, 
a source of strength 
to those who turn back the battle at the gate. 

23 Listen and hear my voice; 
pay attention and hear what I say. 

24 When a farmer plows for planting, does he plow continually? 
Does he keep on breaking up and harrowing the soil? 

25 When he has levelled the surface, 
does he not sow caraway and scatter cummin? 
Does he not plant wheat in its place, 
barley in its plot, 
and spelt in its field? 

26 His God instructs him 
and teaches him the right way. 

27 Caraway is not threshed with a sledge, 
nor is a cartwheel rolled over cummin; 
caraway is beaten out with a rod, 
and cummin with a stick. 

28 Grain must be ground to make bread; 
so one does not go on threshing it forever. 
Though he drives the wheels of his threshing cart over it, 
his horses do not grind it.

29 All this also comes from the Lord Almighty, 
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wonderful in counsel and magnificent in wisdom.

Isaiah 29

7 Then the hordes of all the nations that fight against Ariel, 
that attack her and her fortress and besiege her, 
will be as it is with a dream, 
with a vision in the night - 

8 as when a hungry man dreams that he is eating, 
but he awakens, and his hunger remains; 
as when a thirsty man dreams that he is drinking, 
but he awakens faint, with his thirst unquenched. 
So will it be with the hordes of all the nations 
that fight against Mount Zion. 

17 In a very short time, will not Lebanon be turned into a fertile field 
and the fertile field seem like a forest? 

18 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, 
and out of gloom and darkness 
the eyes of the blind will see. 

19 Once more the humble will rejoice in the Lord; 
the needy will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

22 Therefore this is what the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, says to the house of Jacob: 
"No longer will Jacob be ashamed; 
no longer will their faces grow pale. 

23 When they see among them their children, 
the work of my hands, 
they will keep my name holy; 
they will acknowledge the holiness of the Holy One of Jacob, 
and will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 

24 Those who are wayward in spirit will gain understanding; 
those who complain will accept instruction."

Isaiah 30

18 Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. 
For the Lord is a God of justice. 
Blessed are all who wait for him! 

19 O people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more.
How gracious he will be when you cry for help!
As soon as he hears, he will answer you.

20 Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction,
your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them.

21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left,
your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it."

* Cracking Isaiah Pt 3: The Levite  Tony Malone / Saint Oxen Books 1/07 *

15



* The Levite *

22 Then you will defile your idols overlaid with silver and your images covered with gold;
you will throw them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, "Away with you!" 

23 He will also send you rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the food that comes from the land 
will be rich and plentiful. In that day your cattle will graze in broad meadows.

24 The oxen and donkeys that work the soil will eat fodder and mash, spread out with fork and shovel.

26 The moon will shine like the sun, and the sunlight will be seven times brighter, like the light of seven 
full days, when the Lord binds up the bruises of his people and heals the wounds he inflicted.

29 And you will sing 
as on the night you celebrate a holy festival;
your hearts will rejoice 
as when people go up with flutes 
to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Rock of Israel.

31 The voice of the Lord will shatter Assyria; 
with his scepter he will strike them down.

Isaiah 31

3 But the Egyptians are men and not God; 
their horses are flesh and not spirit. 
When the Lord stretches out his hand, 
he who helps will stumble, 
he who is helped will fall; 
both will perish together. 

4 This is what the Lord says to me: 
"As a lion growls, 
a great lion over his prey -
and though a whole band of shepherds 
is called together against him, 
he is not frightened by their shouts 
or disturbed by their clamor - 
so the Lord Almighty will come down 
to do battle on Mount Zion and on its heights. 

5 Like birds hovering overhead, 
the Lord Almighty will shield Jerusalem; 
he will shield it and deliver it, 
he will 'pass over' it and will rescue it." 

6 Return to him you have so greatly revolted against, O Israelites.

7 For in that day every one of you will reject the idols of silver and gold your sinful hands have made. 

8 "Assyria will fall by a sword that is not of man; 
a sword, not of mortals, will devour them. 
They will flee before the sword 
and their young men will be put to forced labor. 

9 Their stronghold will fall because of terror; 
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at sight of the battle standard their commanders will panic," 
declares the Lord, 
whose fire is in Zion, 
whose furnace is in Jerusalem.

Isaiah 32

1 See, a king will reign in righteousness 
and rulers will rule with justice. 

2 Each man will be like a shelter from the wind 
and a refuge from the storm, 
like streams of water in the desert 
and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. 

3 Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be closed, 
and the ears of those who hear will listen. 

4 The mind of the rash will know and understand, 
and the stammering tongue will be fluent and clear. 

15 till the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, 
and the desert becomes a fertile field, 
and the fertile field seems like a forest. 

16 Justice will dwell in the desert 
and righteousness live in the fertile field. 

17 The fruit of righteousness will be peace; 
the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever. 

18 My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, 
in secure homes, 
in undisturbed places of rest. 

19 Though hail flattens the forest 
and the city is levelled completely, 

20 how blessed you will be, 
sowing your seed by every stream, 
and letting your cattle and donkeys range free.

Isaiah 33

2 O Lord, be gracious to us; 
we long for you. 
Be our strength every morning, 
our salvation in time of distress. 

3 At the thunder of your voice, the peoples flee; 
when you rise up, the nations scatter. 

5 The Lord is exalted, for he dwells on high; 
he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness. 
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6 He will be the sure foundation for your times, 
a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; 
the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure. 

17 Your eyes will see the king in his beauty 
and view a land that stretches afar.

19 You will see those arrogant people no more, 
those people of an obscure speech, 
with their strange, incomprehensible tongue. 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our festivals; 
your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
a peaceful abode, a tent that will not be moved; 
its stakes will never be pulled up, 
nor any of its ropes broken. 

21 There the Lord will be our Mighty One. 
It will be like a place of broad rivers and streams. 
No galley with oars will ride them, 
no mighty ship will sail them. 

22 For the Lord is our judge, 
the Lord is our lawgiver, 
the Lord is our king; 
it is he who will save us. 

24 No one living in Zion will say, "I am ill"; 
and the sins of those who dwell there will be forgiven.

Isaiah 35

1 The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus,

2 it will burst into bloom; 
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendor of our God. 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, 
steady the knees that give way; 

4 say to those with fearful hearts, 
"Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, 
he will come with vengeance; 
with divine retribution 
he will come to save you." 

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
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6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
and the mute tongue shout for joy. 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
and streams in the desert. 

7 The burning sand will become a pool, 
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

[“The Way” means following the laws of Yahweh, which means following the Levite priests. Those who 
don’t follow are “unclean” and will not be allowed in Jerusalem.]

8 And a highway will be there; 
it will be called the Way of Holiness. 
The unclean will not journey on it; 
it will be for those who walk in that Way; 
wicked fools will not go about on it.

9 No lion will be there, 
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; 
they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 

10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
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